
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Health and Adult Social Care and 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee

held on Thursday, 14th January, 2021 at Virtual Meeting

PRESENT

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chairman)
Councillor A Moran (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors J Barber, S Brookfield, J Clowes, A Critchley, D Edwardes, 
B Evans, S Gardiner, D Murphy, J Parry, P Redstone, R Vernon, J  Weatherill 
and N Wylie

PORTFOLIO HOLDERS IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor M Houston, Deputy Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care & Health
Councillor L Jeuda, Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care and Health; Deputy 
Leader of the Labour Group
Councillor J Rhodes, Portfolio Holder for Public Health and Corporate 
Services
Councillor A Stott, Portfolio Holder for Finance, IT and Communications

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE

Louise Barry, Chief Executive (Healthwatch Cheshire East)
Jill Broomhall, Director of Adult Social Care
Shelley Brough, Head of Integrated Commissioning
Hayden Duncan, Managing Director (Emerging Futures)***
Linda Couchman, Acting Strategic Director of Adult Social Care and Health
Denise Frodsham, Director (Cheshire East Integrated Care Partnership)*
Dr Patrick Kearns, Vice-Chair (Cheshire East Integrated Care Partnership)*
Mark Palethorpe, Executive Director of People
Nichola Thompson, Director of Commissioning
Dr Matt Tyrer, Director of Public Health
Clare Watson, Chief Accountable Officer (Cheshire NHS Clinical 
Commissioning Group)**
Amelia Welsh, Project Manager (Emerging Futures)***
Alan Yates, Chair (Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership)*

* Attended for Minute No. 69 only
** Attended for Minute Nos. 68 and 69 only
*** Attended for Minute No. 71 only

63 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.



64 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED – 

That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 3 December 2020 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

65 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

66 DECLARATION OF PARTY WHIP 

There were no declarations of a party whip.

67 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak.

68 COVID-19 UPDATE 

The committee agreed to bring forward this item, in order to assist the 
Chairman and attendees to manage the timings of its other agenda items.

The Director of Public Health and Director of Commissioning provided the 
committee with updates on present data trends and local response, as well 
as the position regarding care homes and the care market.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to; 

 wanting to know more detail in respect of the work that has, and 
continues to be, carried out by the council’s contractor Pulse 
Regeneration;

 whether the council is confident that the vaccination programme in 
Cheshire East was on target to complete all vaccinations for over-
70s by 15 February 2021;

 how Covid-19 was most commonly transmitted between people; 
and

 how quickly it was expected that those most vulnerable groups of 
people – such as those who require complex care support – would 
be vaccinated.

A point of concern was raised on behalf of residents from the borough’s 
more rural areas, who had reported feeling confused and unsure of when 
and who to talk to about the vaccination programme or other matters, 
without calling and troubling local GP services. The committee was keen 
to ensure that communication put out by the council and partners took into 
account these concerns raised from the rural communities.



RESOLVED – 

1 That the update be noted and a further report be presented to 
committee at its next meeting on 4 February 2021.

2 That a written response be provided to the question regarding the 
work carried out by the council’s contractor Pulse Regeneration.

69 NHS INTEGRATED CARE SYSTEMS 

Consideration was given to the national directive put forward to move from 
the current health service arrangements, to one led by regional Integrated 
Care Systems from April 2022.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 concern that the decision-making structure / governance of the 
Integrated Care System would be dominated by the city regions, 
and the voice of Cheshire East Council be lost within this;

 a feeling that there should be greater representation of elected 
councillors on the Integrated Care System Board;

 concern that the devolution / regionalisation of services could lead 
to the voices of smaller, rural communities being diminished in 
comparison to larger towns and cities; and

 that, alongside the development of the Integrated Care System, the 
role and powers of health scrutiny and health and wellbeing boards 
be strengthened and made more robust.

RESOLVED – 

That the committee’s comments and feedback be formally submitted to the 
Chair of the Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership, to 
consider and take on board during the development of any proposed 
Cheshire and Merseyside Integrated Care System.

70 PRE-BUDGET 2021/22 CONSULTATION 

The committee considered the Pre-Budget Consultation 2021/22 
proposals relating to services that fell within its remit, with a view to 
passing on its comments, feedback and recommendations to Corporate 
Overview and Scrutiny (28 January 2021) to include within its final budget 
scrutiny feedback to Cabinet (2 February 2021).

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 concern that some of the potential proposed savings would have to 
be made through staffing cuts, which would likely lead to even 
greater pressures on other council staff and health service partners; 

 the clear, significant need for additional funding within the adult 
social care sector, and of the need for councils and other bodies to 



lobby for the publication of the Government’s Green Paper on Adult 
Social Care; and

 to seek clarity regarding the ‘Learning Disabilities Future Service 
Development and Review’ proposal.

RESOLVED – 

That the committee’s comments, questions and feedback on the Pre-
Budget 2021/22 Consultation proposals be formalised and presented to 
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee (28 January 2021) to include 
within its final budget scrutiny comments/recommendations to Cabinet (2 
February 2021).

71 EMERGING FUTURES 

Consideration was given to an update on the work carried out by Emerging 
Futures to provide Housing Related Support, Community Substance 
Misuse and Recovery Substance Misuse services delivered by Emerging 
Futures in Cheshire East.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 queries from local residents and constituents regarding anti-social 
behaviour arising from Emerging Futures properties;

 the addiction support services provided by Emerging Futures in 
Cheshire East; and

 requesting further detail and information about the service users in 
employment and how Emerging Futures supports its residents to 
work towards securing employment opportunities.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the update be noted.

2 That council officers liaise with Emerging Futures to discuss in more 
detail the queries raised by Cheshire East residents.

72 FORWARD PLAN 

Consideration was given to the council’s Forward Plan of key decisions.

RESOLVED – 

That the Forward Plan be noted.

73 WORK PROGRAMME 

Consideration was given to the committee’s work programme. A 
suggestion was made that the committee add an item to its work 
programme to consider its transition to the committee system from May 



2021 and how it may pass on any pieces of relevant work to the incoming 
service committees.

RESOLVED – 

That the work programme be updated to include a new item on the 
transition to a committee system for 15 April 2021.

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 2.08 pm

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chairman)


